General Summary

in this sense to his ambassador in Vienna than he can-
celled them, and thus himself put an end to diplomatic
action.
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It was also on July 30th that Moltke got into touch with
his Austrian colleague Conrad on his own account, and
pressed him to secure an order for Austria's general
mobilization in reply to Russia's partial mobilization,
since this would give Germany a pretext for proceeding
to her own mobilization. And while on the one hand
Austria decided to make an evasive reply to the British
proposal for the taking of a pledge, and in any case
not to suspend the military operations which she had
begun against Serbia (upon whom moreover she now
proposed to make further demands), on the other hand
her own mobilization, which must inevitably lead to
German mobilization also, was decided upon.
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Bethmann-Hollweg's renunciation of any moderating
influence upon Austria, and the decisions taken at Vienna
at the instance of the German General Staff, certainly
coincided with the issue of the Czar's order for the
mobilization of all his forces on July 30th; but as lids
Russian decision was not yet known either in Berlin or
in Vienna it could not have exercised any influence upon
the progress of events. What took place in St Petersburg
was in no way the determining cause of what took place
on the same day in Berlin and Vienna,